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Racing Rules of Sailing 

Rule 18.2(e) 

A submission from the Chairman of the Racing Rules Committee 

Purpose or Objective 

At a windward mark, to provide protection for a boat when another boat tacks late into an inside 
windward position.  

 

Proposal 

18.2 Giving Mark-Room 

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat mark-room, 

unless rule 18.2(b) applies. 

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone, the outside boat at 

that moment shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat is clear 

ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at that moment shall 

thereafter give her mark-room. 

(c) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b), she shall continue to 

do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new overlap begins. However, if the 

boat entitled to mark-room passes head to wind or leaves the zone, rule 18.2(b) 

ceases to apply. 

(d) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap in time, it shall 

be presumed that she did not. 

(e) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern or by tacking to windward  

of the other boat and, from the time the overlap began, the outside boat has been 

unable to give mark-room, she is not required to give it. 

 

Current Position 

As above. 

 

Reasons 

The extra words at the end of the first line of rule 18.2(e) address scenarios when a boat tacks 
inside at a windward mark, after passing either in front of or behind the other boat.  Team racing 
call E6 (Q2) also refers but these scenarios can occur in fleet races with boats of differing speeds. 

This submission was prepared by the ISAF Section C Working Party. 


